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Drivers Asked to Be Aware of Stopped School Buses 
                                                                                                                                                                 

DELAND — Almost 400 drivers illegally passed 198 stopped school buses.  

That’s the result of a survey taken on one day in Volusia County.   

On March 2, bus operators for Volusia County Schools tracked the number of 

vehicles that illegally passed stopped school buses while they were loading and/or 

unloading students.  The survey was conducted as part of a national survey by the 

National Association of Pupil Transportation (NAPT).   

This year’s theme from the NAPT is “Stop on Red, Kids Ahead.”  But motorists 

also need to understand that if a school bus is present, children are present.  Even if the 

bus has left the stop, children will be walking in the area. Volusia transports 

approximately 25,000 students daily on 235 buses and has 2,547 bus stops. Bottom 

line: whenever a yellow school bus is in sight, motorists should proceed with caution. 

Because violations are occurring throughout the county, Greg Akin, Student 

Transportation Director for Volusia County Schools, requested all law enforcement 

agencies to partner with the school district.  The goal is to help motorists understand the 

law and the consequences if they ignore the law. Statistics show that violators fall into 

three categories: those that ignore the stopped school bus intentionally, those that do 

not understand the law and those that do not know the law. 

Florida Statute 316.172 requires all drivers operating a vehicle on any road in the 

state, upon approaching any school bus which displays a stop signal, to bring 

their vehicle to a full stop while the bus is stopped, and the vehicle shall not pass the 

school bus until the signal has been withdrawn. The only exceptions to this requirement 

is when a vehicle traveling in the opposite direction of the stopped school bus is on a 

divided roadway with an unpaved space of at least five feet, a raised median or a 

physical barrier.  In these instances, the driver is not required to stop for the stopped 

school bus under the statute. 

 A person who violates this section commits a moving violation, which results in a 

minimum $271 fine.  If previously convicted of this violation or if the passing is on the 



same side of the bus where children load and unload, the driver is mandated to appear 

in court and could face additional fines and suspension of their driver's license. 
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